MALARIA AND  ITS  EFFECTS
n China; but it makes no such mark as in India, where, Dn occasions, almost everyone is invalided, the crops remain uncut, and the government offices are deserted. Investigations made in some districts of Northern India have shown that malaria is in the blood of four-fifths of the children, Some of the circumstances which are iccompanied by epidemics have, so far, not been squared with the conclusion that man only receives malaria by infection from another man through the bite of an anopheles mosquito : fever, for instance, will almost certainly prevail during the rains that follow a year of short rainfall, and will decimate settlers who are attempting to reclaim Land from forest. But it has been demonstrated that malaria can be controlled, if not eradicated, by checking the breeding of the mosquito ; and in this campaign sanitary science has gained very signal triumphs, although on no such scale as is presented by the malaria-stricken population of India. The Indian Government has made some isolated experiments, but has not set itself as yet to combat the mosquito pest on the lines that have elsewhere proved successful; and its expenditure in this direction has, so far, been trifling. Some hesitation may easily be understood in undertaking to extirpate an insect throughout so vast a country. But there are few benefits which the British Government could confer upon the Indian people which could compare with their emancipation from the scourge of this disease, and expenditure towards such an object could hardly be wasteful. It is true, of course, that the people must co-operate with the Government. The more intelligent have learned to fear the mosquito ; but the masses will need energetic persuasion to believe that a connection between an insect and fever is not merely fanciful.
CHILD MARRIAGE
Indians of intelligence have begun to suspect that
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